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Key terms:  

Adultery- 

 

voluntary sexual 
intercourse between a 
married person and a 
person who is not their 
spouse (husband/wife) 

Divorce-

 

to legally end a 
marriage 

Cohabitati
on-

 

to live together in a 
sexual relationship 
without being in a 
marriage or civil 
partnership 

Commitm
ent-

 

a sense of dedication 
and obligation to 
someone or something 
 

Contracep
tion- 

 

methods used to 
prevent pregnancy (pill, 
condom etc) 

Gender 
equality-

 

people of all genders 
enjoying the same 
rights and opportunities 
in all aspects of their 
lives 

Responsib
ilities-

 

actions/duties you are 
expected to carry out 

Roles- 

 

position, status or 
function of a person in 
society, as well as the 
characteristics and 
social behaviour 
expected of them  

 

Remarriage and interfaith marriage 
Catholics do not permit remarriage- always 

married in the eyes of God. Muslims allow 

remarriage as do some protestants 

(however not usually in a Church).  

Interfaith marriage can pose problems 

about how to raise the family and festivals 

to follow etc.  

Islam on divorce  
“Either keep your wife honestly, or put her away from 

you with kindness. Do not force a woman to stay with 

you who wishes to leave. The man who does that only 

injuries himself” Qur’an 

Divorce is allowed but only as a last resort. Some 

Muslims say it is the most detestable thing Allah has 

allowedWhat happens? Three months– living in same 

house without physical contact. The whole family gets 

involved trying to reconcile the marriage. If after 

three months there is no reconciliation, then the 

couple are free to divorce and re-marry. 

21st Century Family  

Christianity: Christians believe the family to be 

important because God created Adam & Eve to be a 

family unit.  They would say the most ideal situation 

would be a nuclear family: one where the father and 

mother are married with their natural born children. 

The children should obey and respect their parents. 

‘Honour your father and mother.” 

Islam: Allah created family to keep society together and 

as the only place children should be brought up. 

Parents should bring their children up in the Islamic 

faith and be a good example of Muslim life. Prayer 

(salah) should be performed daily often this happens in 

the home with your family.  “The best among you is the 

one who treats his family members best” Hadith – The 

Prophet Muhammad pbuh 

 

Christianity on Divorce 
Jesus taught that no-one should 

break up a marriage: “What God has 

joined together let no man separate.” 

You promise – ‘till death us do part’ in 

front of God. St. Paul taught “A man 

must not divorce his wife.” Divorce 

could be a last resort as it is the loving 

thing to do (“Love one another 

because love comes from God.”) Any 

Catholic who is divorced is not 

permitted to take part in the 

sacrament of Eucharist 

Homosexuality 
Christian Views: Catholics would reject gay marriage/sex. Any Same-Sex sexual 

relationships are a sin. ‘You shall not lie with a male as one lies with a female’. Sex should 

be creative which is not possible for homosexuals: ‘Be fruitful and multiply’Marriage is a 

sacrament for a man and woman only. However, Jesus’s taught about compassion and 

did not say anything about homosexuality. Some churches even perform gay marriages 

such as the Quaker Church  

 
Muslim Views: It is condemned by the Qur’an- ‘If two men commit indecency punish 

them both’ It is condemned by Muhammad-Allah said in the Qur’an that marriage 

between a man and a woman is the only lawful form of sex. However, minority of 

Muslim Scientific evidence shows that people are born homosexual so Allah must have 

wanted it that way. Al qadr = Allah’s plan 

 

Christian marriage ceremony 
In church at the alter -so that God can 

witness the special promises/the vows 

(which are: to be faithful, follow God’s 

wishes about marriage & to love each 

other forever no matter the 

circumstance.) 

The ring- is a symbol of eternal love – a 

circle has no beginning or end.The bride 

wears a white dress-to show she has not 

had sex before marriage; she has 

remained chaste (chastity). The priest 

says- ‘what God has joined together let 

no man put asunder.’ To show the couple 

are joined forever 

Sometimes Catholics have Eucharist 

(bread and wine)  

Cohabitation Christianity Cohabitation -Islam 

Roman Catholics on cohabitation: Forbidden, devalues sex. 
You should remain chaste (practice chastity) before 
marriage. ‘Because of immoralities, each man is to have his 
own wife, and each woman is to have her own husband.’ 
 
Liberal Anglicans on cohabitation: Accepted as part of a 
committed relationship. The couple should plan on 
marriage. Marriage is still the ideal. ‘a man will leave his 
father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two 
will become one flesh.’   

Islam on cohabitation:  
Forbidden since sex before 
marriage is a sin. Some Muslims 
might cohabit but according to 
the teachings of Islam this is 
wrong. ‘Let no man be in privacy 
with a woman who he is not 
married to, or Satan will be the 
third.’ Hadith 

 

Islamic marriage ceremony  

‘Take in marriage those among you who are 

single’ Qur’an.  

Arranged marriage- the parents choose a suitable 

partner for their son/daughter. Marriage should 

NEVER be forced on either person.   

The mahr- is given- a gift (of money or a 

possession) from the groom to the bride (which is 

hers to keep). It shows the groom can support his 

wife. It is hers to keep even if they divorce.  

Nikah (marriage contract)-the most important 

part of an Islamic wedding. It is a legal document 

setting out the rights and responsibilities  

Qur’an readings- there may be to remind the 

couple of the importance of marriage and 

Muhammad’s sermon on marriage may be read to 

remind them of the value of a stable family and to 

remain mindful of Allah in their marriage.  

 

Role of Men and Women 

Christianity Islam 
Adam was created first & Eve was made as 

his helper.  St. Paul taught wives should obey 

their husbands. “Man is the head of the 

woman.” “Wives, submit to your husbands.”  

-Catholics believe the priest is acting in the 

place of Jesus, a man. St Paul said women 

should not speak in church but should ‘learn 

in quiet submission.’ Other churches eg 

church of England allow both men and 

women to be leaders because “You are all 

one in Christ Jesus.”  

Jesus treated women the same as men (e.g.  
Martha & Mary). “There is no… male nor 
female… for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

Muhammad and all prophets were male. Suggesting God 
choses men to lead and to lead worship 
 
There are some women only mosques, led by women- 
although not very many of them. However, not all Muslims 
agree with women led Mosques. 
 
The hadith shows two of Muhammad's wives led worship. 
The Qur'an doesn't say whether worship should be led by a 
man of woman. The Quran states, "I shall not lose sight of 
the efforts of any of you who work in my way, be it man or 
woman; each of you is from the other"  
 
An Imam must be a good Muslim to lead prayers- “Whoever 
does righteousness, whether male or female, while he is a 
believer - those will enter Paradise” Qur’an 40:40 
 

 

 

Non-religious views-  cohabitation 

Pros  Cons  

Moving in together will 

allow you to save 

money that you can use 

on your wedding.. For 

some people, 

cohabitation is the next 

logical step before 

marriage. 

Simply living together before you 

get married is not the recipe for 

success in marriage. 

Cohabitation does not show the 

same commitment as marriage 

because marriage is a promise to 

stay together for life. 

 

Adultery 
Christianity- Ten Commandments: “You shall not 

commit adultery.” It breaks the marriage vows 

(promises) breaks the holy sacrament of marriage. 

“What God has joined together let no man put 

asunder (separate).” But Jesus forgave the 

adulterous woman, he said ‘let he who is without sin 

cast the first stone.’ 

Islam-“Have nothing to do with adultery, for it is a 

shameful thing and an evil opening the way to other 

evils.” (Qur’an). Adultery is seen as harmful socially, 

so against the unity and peace of Ummah. 

 

 

Sex and Contraception.  
For Muslims- (“when a husband and wife share intimacy it is rewarded and a blessing.”) and Christians sex 

is a gift for marriage only (some Liberal Christians allow sex before marriage if the couple plan of 

marriage).  

Views vary on contraception- Some Muslims allow non-permanent methods to plan the size of your family 

but not permanent because Allah wants families. Catholics believe a child is a gift from God “Go forth and 

multiply” so contraception should not be used. Some Christians might argue contraception is acceptable 

because the Bible doesn’t specifically mention it.  


